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An Account of a Comet feen at Lipfick, Sept. 1686. 
taken from the Lipfick Acta Eruditorum for the 
Month of November laft, 


P ‘Hat Comets. are fo frequently feen of late above 
what has been formerly obferved, happens rather 
from the diligence and number of thofe that now apply 
themfelves to the. ftudy of the Cceleftial Motions, than 
from any cafual concourfe of thofe Bodies, ‘That. this is 
fo, may be concluded. from the five Comets, that in lefs 
than fix years time have been {een to traverfe the Heavens, 
of which yet only the two firft (viz. thole of 1681 and — 
1682) by reafon of their long tailes were generally regard- 
ed. That that appeared in Fuly and Auguft 1683. was. 
not, as I can hear, any where obferved in France. That 
that appeared in Fuze 1684 was no where elfe taken no- 
tice of but at Rome: and now this of September 1686. we 
have no other account of, than this from Lipfck. The truth 
is, that where Comets are deftitute of a tayleand appear 
only like an obfcure hazie Szar, as thofe of 1683 and 1684 _ 
did, they that firft difcover them had need be well ac- 
| quainted 


| [257 J) 

quainted with the Conftellations (which few People are,/ 
and muft look over the Heavens defignedly with grearat~ 
tention, notwithftanding all which ’tis poffible for fuch 
obf{cure Stars to pafs by unfeen. | 

This Comet was obferved at Lipfick by the diligent and 
accurate Mr. Kirek; in whofe Ephemerides for this year 
there is likewife a brief account thereof; He faw it only 
twice, viz. on the 8th. and gth. of September ft. vet. 1686. 
and obferved it as follows. | a | 

Sept. 8. 4h mane about day-break, he found the Comet 
in the Conftellation of Leo, to the right nand ot the Lu- 
cida in Lumlis 9 (as is conceived, for the Latin Copy is 
detective in this place) and retembling that Star in colour 
and magnitude, with a thin and fhort taile extended up- 
rigat, Over the Comet in the fame verticali was the Star 
6. of Bayer, or 21 Techoni, ciftant therefrom by.the Mi- 
crometer, exactly a degree ; and a Line drawn from the W- 
cida in lumiis. tothe Comet paffzd much about half a 
degree to the right hand of the faid 4 Leowis. The diftance 
of the Comet trom Regulus taken by a Kadins was about 
17 gr. Thenext Morning, Sept. 9. the Comet appeared 
again ob{curer and more difficult to obferve than betore, 
by reafon of the day-light : however, at 3 58 m the di- 
ftance thereof from § & was found by the Micrometer 
2°, 224 mand at 4440 m. again 2gr. 264m. To veri- 
fie the Times, the Altitude of the Lucida in Lumiis & was 
Obferved rt er. tcmin, at 4h. 08m. mane. A right Line 
drawn by the Comet and the faid ¢ Leonis towards 8 Leo- 
nis, or the the Lucida Colli, left that Star a little to the right 
hand. The following days being Cloudy no, more could 
be Obferved. | 

This Comet was feen by a Country-man,who firft gave 
notice therof, from the 6 z to the 12th of September ; the re- 
fult of whofe Qbfervations is, that the Comet was direct 
in motion, that it moved about 14 degree per diem, and 
that it feemed rather to decreafe in Latitude. On the i 

of 


[ 258 J 
of Septemb, it was about 24 mix. diftant from 6 Leonis,but 
its bearing therefrom is not fet down. From other parts 
it is faid to have been feen from the firft of September, but 
nothing obferved. | | i 

N. B. That this Star @ Leonis was then in 9 gr- 2 min. of 
me with North Latitude 9 g7.4.14 wiz. Whence at the time 
of the firft Obfervation it may be concluded that. the Co- 
met was in 9 gr. 55 of w with North Latitude 9° 1m 
And at the fecond Obfervation the Longitude of the Co- 
met willbe found about 11 gr. 20 miz.in w, with much 
the fame North Latitude as before. 

Thefe Obfervations being fo few , do {carce fuffice to 
conclude any thing concerning the preceding or confe- 
quent motions of this Comet, which being near the Sun 
and {till approaching him was {oon loft in his Beams. It 
may however ferve one day, when the Theory of Comets 
{ball attain its perfection, to confirm an Aypothefis, and 
help to afcertain the number of thefe Heterogeneous. Pla- 
nets, whofe frequency makes in more than probable that 
they have their periodical returns, tho hitherto unknown. 
And that the Prophecy of Seneca [ Erit qui demonftret ali- 
quando in quibus Comet a partibus errent; cur tam feducti a re- 
liquis, quot qualefque fint, | is not wholly to be defpaired of, 
will foon appear, from the accurate Theory of the Comet 
of 168%,to be found in the incomparable Treatife of M. I/z- 
ac Newton, an account whereof is given at the end of this 
Tranfattion | 
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